
 

FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL 
 

For almost 40 years the Catholic Community of Saint Charles Borromeo has been a vibrant parish serving 
Montgomery Township and Rocky Hill, NJ. In those years we have grown in faith, as well as met the challenges that 
faced us.  

 
In the early 1980’s we built the church; in the early 2000’s we built the pastoral center and youth ministry center. 
As housing expanded in the 1990’s, so did the Catholic population. We met the challenge by increasing our 
ministries, programs and staff. Our income rose over the years, as did the generosity of individual parishioners who 
separate from their weekly contributions, helped fund the pipe organ, the statue of Saint Charles Borromeo and the 
retirement of two mortgages.  

 
Today we face new circumstances bringing new challenges. For the past few years our income remained flat. Our 
most recent financial report shows our income to be down $67,000 or 5% from the previous year. 

 
There has been a shift in the demographics of our Township, resulting in less Catholics moving here. As an example, 
ten years ago 130 children received the Sacrament of Confirmation. This year 52 were confirmed.  

 
Most challenging, especially in the last year, many of our long time parishioners have moved out of state. This has 
affected and will continue to affect our income.  

 
As a finance council, our goal is to face this challenge while maintaining the vibrancy of our parish programs, staff 
and ministries. However, our current level of contributions does not meet our expenses. In preparing our budget, 
we made significant cuts in a number of expenditures that will save approximately $96,000.  This includes not 
replacing a staff member who has moved. This decision means other staff members are including new work in 
addition to their previous responsibilities.  

 
At this time we need to change course. The programs and services we offer require a physical plant and staff. Even 
with cuts and changes, our financial situation needs to be corrected by increasing our income.  
 
We are asking you to answer the call for a renewed commitment to the financial support of our parish. The First 
Sunday of Advent, December 1st, is the beginning of the Church year. We are asking you to renew your commitment 
by that date.  

 
As a finance council, we ask that you prayerfully: 
 
1. Review your current level of financial support. Does your offering reflect your ability to give to St. Charles?  
2. Increase, if possible, the amount of money you give to our parish. There are many parishioners who have not 

increased the amount in several years. We are asking you to consider increasing your yearly support by 10%.  
3. Be consistent in your weekly/monthly offering, even if you are away.  
4. Enroll in Faith Direct if you have not already done so. Having parishioners enrolled in the program enables us 

to know our expected income in the fiscal year.  
 

We know that you value this parish. It is the place where we grow in our Catholic faith. It is the place where we 
celebrate our joys, and share our struggles and sorrows. It is a place where we learn what it means to be a 
community that serves. We all share the responsibility in facing this challenge.  

 
If you need any additional information, we are happy to speak with you. We can be reached by contacting the 
Parish Office (609-466-0300). 
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Many organizations have annual campaigns to raise United 
Way contributions from employees. Donations can be made to 
a general fund or designated to a specific agency or tax 
exempt entity. St. Charles has a 501c(3) tax status and 
qualifies for such directed giving. Won’t you consider 
directing your United Way donations to St. Charles when you 
complete your contribution forms and help us address the 
needs of our many ministries? 

United Way Giving  
at 

Saint Charles Borromeo 
FaithDirect 

Faith Direct is an online giving program that Saint Charles 
uses that enables parishioners to make weekly or monthly 
offerings to the parish electronically. Over 327 of our 
parishioners are taking advantage of the ease and security this 
program offers. No more check writing or loss of ability to 
contribute should you be away from home or unable to come 
to Mass. You can sign up for the program and find more 
information about it at www.faithdirect.net. To apply you will 
need our parish code: NJ103. 


